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Ryan Schultz
N e w s  E d i t o r
This past Tuesday, SAB held its traditional start of school Twister tour-
nament on Speed Lawn.  The 
event was open to all students 
interested in getting good-
and-twisted.
“We’ve done Twister Tour-
naments in the past simply 
because they’re really fun,” 
said SAB event supporter and 
junior computer engineer Jus-
tin Fuller.  “It’s a nice way for 
people to take a break from 
the grind and get to know 
some new faces.”
Of the fifteen competitors 
and numerous spectators, 
Trent Kimbrell, a freshman 
electrical engineer, finished 
in second place.  “I needed 
relief and a break from school 
work,” said Kimbrell about his 
motivations for trying to be-
come the new Rose-Hulman 
Twister champ.  “I also try to 
do new things to have fun and 
meet new people,” 
The winner of this year’s 
event was junior mechani-
cal engineer Matt Cline, who 
managed to twist and contort 
himself to victory.  “I played 
freshman year and made it all 
the way to the final mat but 
lost…I was definitely ready to 
give it another shot this year.” 
When asked what his most 
contorted position was, the 
Twister tournament cham-
pion had this to say, “There 
was a point in the last round 
where I had both my hands 
on green out in front of me, 
then my right leg was on my 
left side at red and my left 
leg was on my right side, be-
tween my right leg and my 
body, at yellow, both behind 
my hands and away from 
my back.  It looks like get-
ting ready to sit Indian style 
but never actually sitting 
down.”  Cline continued say-
ing, “hopefully the ladies will 
be interested in my amaz-
ing flexible abilities.”  Cline’s 
prize was a “Sweet, Sour, and 
Salty” pack that included, ac-
cording to Fuller, “sweet and 
sour candies and an enor-
mous box of Cheez-Its.”
But becoming a Twister ex-
pert is not without peril, “My 
hips really hurt,” said Kim-
brell.  “I just try to focus on 
balance and not on the pain 
in my legs or hands.  I just 
constantly shift a little bit to 
relieve the pressure, so I’m 
pretty much concentrating 
on that the entire time,” com-
mented Cline.
News Briefs
By Kyle Kamischke
Waiter fired...for 
being a hero?
Alex the parrot dies
Use of wood may 
offset gasoline use
  RO S E-HU L M A N IN S T I T U T E O F TE C H N O L O G Y        TE R R E HA U T E,  IN D I A N A
O S E  T H O R N
From left to right, Twister Tournament Runner-Up Trent Kimbrell, a freshman electrical engineer, squares off against Twister Tour-
nament Champion Matt Cline, a junior mechanical engineer in the final round of this year’s tournament.
Matt Vargo / Rose Thorn
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NEWS
“Is there some 
kind of a step-
dad brush in 
Photoshop?”
FLIPSIDE
SPORTSENTERTAINMENT
A waiter at a restaurant in Fort Lau-
derdale, Fla. rescued a 22-year-old 
woman who was being attacked by a 
man with a knife outside the restau-
rant. The waiter, Juan Canales, saw 
the attack as it was unfolding and ran 
to her rescue. He tackled the man and 
held him until police arrived. When 
he got back to the restaurant, his boss 
told him he was fired. Canales said, 
“Are you serious?” The boss gave no 
reason as to why he was fired accord-
ing to Canales. When asked later, the 
restaurant manager said that Canales 
was a hero, but he was not that great 
of an employee.
The famed parrot, Alex, who could 
identify colors, count to six, and even 
express emotions such as frustration 
during repeated scientific trials, has 
passed away. For over 30 years, the 
bird has helped scientists understand 
the way birds think. No one is sure 
why the bird died, but Alex’s owner 
and researchers were devastated by 
the discovery. Irene Pepperberg, the 
bird’s owner, bought him from an ani-
mal shop in 1973. Since then, he was 
able to learn how to identify more than 
50 objects, five shapes, and seven col-
ors. The bird was just recently able to 
say the word “seven” for the first time. 
Alex had yet to reach his full cognitive 
ability before he passed away.
The chief of the U.S. Forest Service 
announced a proposal to replace 15 
percent of the gasoline consumed 
in the country with ethanol gener-
ated from wood. He also would like to 
double the amount of carbon dioxide 
absorbed by both public and private 
forests. 
He intends to use wood that is cur-
rently not being used for anything 
else to generate ethanol. This includes 
underbrush and small diameter trees 
that are already required to be cleared 
as part of an effort to reduce forest 
fires. He would also drastically in-
crease the number of trees planted 
annually. The Forest Service is already 
teamed up with several nonprofit or-
ganizations that allow consumers to 
offset their carbon emissions by mak-
ing donations to have trees planted.
Twister Tournament turns Rose
Dishing it up
Rachel Howser
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Rose-Hulman Panhellenic Council held an ice cream so-cial on The Patio on Sunday from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.  The event was part of their fall 2007 pre-recruitment effort 
and attracted approximately 30 women.  Junior chemistry ma-
jor Ashlee Brewer stated, “The social and the ice cream were 
fan-freakin-tastic!”  Panhellenic president senior biomedical 
engineering major Sami Dick continued, “The ice cream social 
and other pre-recruitment events are an excellent opportunity 
for freshmen women to meet actives in each sorority and get to 
know them in a relaxed environment.”  
This year Panhellenic has chosen a variety of pre-recruit-
ment events.  The events included a booth at the activities fair, 
tie-dyeing, the ice cream social, an information night, a game 
and homework help night, and button night.  These events are 
structured so that interested women may become familiar with 
Greek women before recruitment begins.  “It’s really great to 
get to know the new Rose women and welcome them to our 
school,” stated junior chemical engineering major Monica De-
Fazzio.
This year’s Panhellenic has chosen to become more active on 
campus than those in the past.  They have formed a mud vol-
leyball team, nominated a homecoming queen candidate, and 
entered the homecoming cheer and banner contest.  Senior 
chemical engineering major Mandy Ferrell exclaimed, “I think 
it’s going to be a great year for Panhellenic!”
The ladies of Panhellenic serve up ice cream to interested recruits 
at last week’s Panhellenic Ice Cream Social.
Suzanne Kissel / Rose Thorn
u p s i d e  d o w n
Panhellenic serves ice cream 
to sorority-interested freshmen
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3 bd., spacious, quiet for study, 
EXTRA NICE!  Call 232-6977 
after 11 am.  Please leave ph #.
House for rent
CLASSIFIEDS
Find puzzle answers and other Rose 
Thorn content at:
http://www.rose-hulman.edu/thorn 
Rose-doku
by Jim Sedoff
1 - 2 -3 -4 bedroom apts. $390 and up 
some include all utilities but lights. 
NO pets. Gibson Apts 234-4884.
Gibson Apartments
Room for rent in a three bedroom house. 
$250 per month. Utilities paid. Ten minutes 
from campus. Non-tobacco user. No pets. 
(812) 201-4676.
Room for rent
Instructions:
Solve the puzzle by filling in the blanks 
but be careful to not repeat the sym-
bols (R, O, S, H, A, F, I, L and M) verti-
cally, horizontally or within the bold 3x3 
sub-grid squares.
One bedroom house for rent. Five minutes 
from Rose-Hulman. Clean quiet neighbor-
hood. $395 plus electric. Call 249-7295.
House for rent
Name-that-artist
by JP Verkamp
New to The Rose Thorn this year will be a puzzle testing the 
knowledge of music aficionados.
Each week clues for a new band will be offered.  Bands will 
be chosen from common genres and those from the world 
scene.  Anyone wishing to know the correct answer to the 
clues can simply go to http://www.rose-hulman.edu/thorn 
for the answer.
Now for this week’s clues:
• Originally, this band’s creator intended to record simple 
acoustic guitar songs, similar to the style often heard 
around campfires. However, after hearing the power of 
the lead vocalist, he  instead decided on a harder style, 
more heavily influenced by metal elements. Finally, the 
band settled on symphonic metal or, as the founder of the 
band has stated, “melodic heavy metal.”  Due in part to 
their popularity, both in their native Finland and around the 
world, symphonic metal has grown as a genre, particularly 
in the late 1990s.
• Since their inception in 1996, this band has released 
five studio albums (with a sixth on October 2) and 17 
singles.  In addition to a number of their own tracks, this 
band has recorded or performed a number of covers of 
well known songs, including the Phantom of the Opera 
by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Crazy Train by Ozzy Os-
bourne.
• In 2005, the band’s lead vocalist was released follow-
ing conflicts of interest and an open letter posted on the 
band’s website.  However, this previous summer a new 
vocalist was selected following open auditions and a new 
studio album is scheduled for release on October 2nd.
Well, those are your clues.  To verify how well you really do 
know the world-music scene, go to http://www.rose-hulman.
edu/thorn to check your guess.
Scott Gallmeier
G u e s t  W r i t e r
During the second week of classes, the Career Services Office hosted 
its annual Senior Seminars. The 
Senior Seminars prepare cur-
rent seniors for the many direc-
tions they may be headed fol-
lowing graduation.  
Career Services’s main objec-
tive was to show the seniors ex-
actly what will be required dur-
ing their search for a job or the 
proper graduate school.  The 
Senior Seminars were held this 
past week in part in order to pre-
pare seniors for the Fall Gradu-
ate School Fair next Wednesday, 
as well as for the Fall Career Fair 
on October 3.  
In order to fully prepare 
the students, Career Services 
grouped the seniors by major, 
allowing for a more common 
atmosphere in terms of ques-
tions and concerns that may 
pertain to certain majors more 
than others. In each of the sem-
inars, students were briefed on 
the various techniques to find 
employment, ranging from net-
working to eRecruiting.
Students were also shown 
data that analyzed the gradu-
ating class from last year. This 
data provided an idea for se-
niors as to how long it may be 
before employment is found, 
average and median pay, and 
admission into various graduate 
schools. Data of the previous se-
nior class was presented as well 
as what companies desire from 
their potential employees.
Company representatives 
came to speak at the various 
majors’ seminars to explain 
what employers are looking for. 
These representatives spoke 
on the work environment, the 
benefits of going to grad school, 
and the effect of GPA on getting 
a job.
The sessions were capped off 
by a series of letters from alumni 
that helped with Career Services 
goal of informing and preparing 
the seniors.
While the seminar itself was 
referred to as basic and general 
knowledge by many seniors, 
some found themselves taking 
much more from it than just the 
basic message. One such senior 
was Nick Smith, a biomedi-
cal engineering major.  Smith 
found the greatest benefit from 
the seminars was that he met 
representatives from the Career 
Services Office and now after 
meeting them, he says it “makes 
them seem more friendly.” He 
noted that the internal network-
ing was beneficial also, as he 
had a chance to meet the advi-
sor in the Career Services Office 
for his major. Justin Bartlett, a 
senior Chemical Engineering 
major, noted that his greatest 
revelation from this experience 
was the importance of eRecruit-
ing. He had said that his experi-
ence prior to this year’s seminar 
had been very limited with the 
concept of eRecruiting and now 
finds the use of it a rather inter-
esting concept.
In addition to the many ser-
vices they offer, Career Services 
has also opened up the floor for 
many of these new seniors to be 
able to gain any guidance they 
need for the coming year of job 
searching.
Faculty, staff, and family picnic 
serves those who serve the students
From left to right:  Brittney McNeill, senior computer science major, Allie Terrell, junior computer science 
and software engineer, Amanda Stephan, senior computer science and software engineer and president of 
gEECS, Christine Price, sophomore software engineer, and Kris Dobbins, senior software engineer display 
their gEECS pie at this past week’s  Girls in Electrical Engineering and Computer Science event.  gEECS’s mis-
sion is to expose young women to careers in electrical engineering and computer science and show them the 
benefits of a technical education and career.
Albert Mui / Rose Thorn
Friday, September 14, 2007 NEWS 3
It’s off to work we go
gEEC-ing out
Tim Olmstead
G u e s t  W r i t e r
This past Sunday, the Rose Women’s club hosted the Rose-Hulman Annual Fam-
ily Picnic for the first time on cam-
pus as a grill-out.  Members of the 
faculty, staff, and their families 
gathered in the SRC parking lot 
to share food and friendly family 
fun.  Jenny Moore, wife of Profes-
sor Moore, explained that the pur-
pose of the picnic was to give “all 
the people who work at Rose-Hul-
man a chance to meet on a social 
basis and a chance for their fami-
lies to meet.”  Professors Bremmer 
and Moore jested that while it was 
a women’s club event, they were 
stuck doing the cooking. 
The Women’s club holds other 
events of campus-wide inter-
est throughout the year, includ-
ing providing the cookies for the 
blood drive and holding an art ex-
hibit.  It is a club for all women as-
sociated professionally with Rose. 
The club is not limited to mem-
bers of the faculty and staff.
Seminars introduce seniors to world 
of job hunting, grad school
Pictures by Andrew Carlson
Top:  Jonathan Bethuram, Assistant Director of Career Services, and Su-
san Nickol, senior mechanical engineer, discuss possible options after 
graduation from Rose-Hulman during one of this past week’s senior 
seminars.
Bottom:  Bethuram shows seniors the most desirable slide of the presen-
tation — the average starting salary slide.
Christina Davis / Rose Thorn
Hari Ravidran
G u e s t  W r i t e r
It is the 5th century B.C. In 
the West, ancient Greek philoso-
phy is slowly developing into a 
dominant force, thereby setting 
the foundation for Western ideol-
ogy. Brilliant thinkers and lead-
ers such as Pericles, Sophocles, 
Anaxagoras, Socrates, and Aris-
totle (to name but a few) roam 
the land. While marking a prob-
able zenith in Ancient Greek art, 
literature, and architecture, this 
century also has its fair share of 
bloodshed with the Persian Wars 
– fought between the vast Ach-
aemenid Persian Empire and the 
Greek city-states. This era will 
witness the Battles of Thermo-
pylae (the subject of the recent 
fi lm “300”) and Plataea, which 
eventually culminate in a Greek 
victory. 
The 5th century B.C. is also a 
dynamic period for the lands of 
the East (primarily India and Ca-
thay). In India, Prince Siddhar-
tha of the Shakya Nation, having 
renounced all his worldly pos-
sessions at the age of 29, attains 
Enlightenment after meditat-
ing under a fi g tree for 49 days. 
Thereafter, he is referred to as 
the Buddha or “Awakened One”. 
For the rest of his life, the Bud-
dha travels across the length 
and breadth of India, spreading 
his doctrine among an extreme-
ly diverse group of peoples. In 
Cathay, Kong Fuzi (Confucius) 
similarly undertakes a long set of 
journeys around the small king-
doms of northeast and central 
China where he espouses his phi-
losophy emphasizing personal 
and governmental morality, cor-
rectness of social relationships, 
justice and sincerity. Sometime 
around this period, Laozi (Lao 
Tzu) also comes out with the cen-
tral Taoist work the Daodejing 
(Tao Te Ching). Meanwhile, an-
cient China is thrown into a state 
of turmoil as ‘The Era of the War-
ring States’ begins, ending only 
200 years later.     
This is the world of Cyrus Spit-
ama, a Persian ambassador to the 
city of Athens. Blind, frail, and 
very old, Spitama is promptly of-
fended and enraged after listen-
ing to an account of the “Persian 
Wars” at the Odeon, delivered 
by a self-styled historian called 
Herodotus of Halicarnassus. Fu-
rious at this grotesque slander 
of the ‘truth’, Spitama decides to 
dictate his own story to his neph-
ew, Democritus. It is 445 B.C., and 
this is a rather impressionable, 
18-year-old Democritus, not yet 
the wise philosopher of science 
who would in time describe the 
fi rst atomic theory. 
Spitama, half-Greek and half-
Persian, makes for a wise choice 
as a narrator. He is the grandson 
and spiritual heir to Zoroaster, 
the original prophet of mono-
theism and judgment after death 
(who was much later immortal-
ized in Nietzsche’s “Thus Spoke 
Zarathustra”).  Spitama was 
present at Zoroaster’s death and 
heard the great man’s last words, 
an affi rmation of belief in divine 
creation. He becomes an inheri-
tor and avatar of that fi ery faith, 
proclaiming and defending it 
throughout the world. As a result, 
he holds beliefs which are direct-
ly at odds with most of his con-
temporaries at the Persian Court. 
A less than able soldier, Spitama 
is also unenthusiastic about serv-
ing as a priest. With an uncertain 
future looming in front of him, 
Spitama is then sent to the East 
as an emissary – fi rst to India, on 
behalf of King Darius and then to 
Cathay, on behalf of King Xerxes 
(Yes, this is the same Xerxes who 
was last seen portrayed as a bald-
headed, 12-foot monster with an 
unnaturally deep voice in “300.” 
It suffi ces to say that anybody 
remotely interested in historical 
fact ought to disregard the events 
depicted in the fi lm altogether). 
In addition to his offi cial duties, 
as a zealous Zoroastrian, he also 
hopes to convert the inhabitants 
of the East to the way of Ahura 
Mazdah, the Wise Lord. However, 
his faith proves impotent when it 
comes to the “the only important 
subject there is”—the creation of 
the universe. 
“Who created the Wise Lord? 
Can the Creator create himself? 
How is No-thing different from 
Nothing? Why was Evil created 
along with Good?” – Questions 
like these plague our narrator as 
he travels the world searching for 
answers. 
To his credit, he does not shy 
away from these questions, pre-
ferring instead to tackle them 
head-on while also entering into 
debate on these topics with the 
leading religious fi gures of the 
age such as Mahavira, the Bud-
dha, Laozi, and Confucius. The 
hair-splitting of the Greeks an-
noys him and he calls it “mere 
wordplay”. He also fi nds the ni-
hilism in Buddhism incompre-
hensible, if not downright sacri-
legious and goes on to say, “The 
absence of deity, of origin and of 
terminus, of good in confl ict with 
evil...the absence of purpose, fi -
nally, makes the Buddha’s truths 
too strange for me to accept.” 
Later in the book: “It is astonish-
ing to think that millions of peo-
ple actually think that at a given 
moment in history, two human 
beings (Buddha and Mahavira) 
had evolved to a higher state than 
that of all the gods that ever were 
or ever will be. This is titanism. 
This is madness.”
In a debate with Laozi, Spitama 
is forced to deal with the Taoist 
concept of the Way and wu-wei 
(literally meaning “do nothing”). 
When Laozi is asked, “Who cre-
ated the Way?” he is forced to an-
swer, “I do not know whose child 
it is.” After a particularly intense 
session of incessant questioning, 
Spitama is told to “go to Wei, my 
boy. Or, wherever Confucius hap-
pens to be at the moment.”
Spitama’s meeting with Con-
fucius is the book’s highlight and 
is alone worth the book’s weight 
in gold. As Spitama takes Confu-
cius fi shing, they discuss the basic 
tenets of Confucianism, talking 
about matters such as the four 
virtues and the ideal of the ‘per-
fect gentleman’.  In all of Spitama’s 
dealings with the wise men of 
the East and the West, Confucius 
alone earns his respect. As Spita-
ma notes, “Confucius is an honest 
man. He is often sad. He confesses 
to imperfection, something very 
rare, I have found, when dealing 
with the world’s holy men…Cer-
tainly, I have not encountered 
someone else in my travels who 
could compare with him.”
While it is virtually impossible 
to avoid shallowness in dealing 
with such a panoramic view of 
various religious and philosophi-
cal systems, Vidal manages to do 
quite well. Anyone without any 
knowledge of Buddhism, Taoism, 
or Confucianism can learn quite 
a lot from these pages.
This brings us to the question 
on the length of the book. It is 
long – around 500 pages or so in 
hardback. And not all of it is easy 
reading. Philosophical questions 
aside, the book also features a lot 
of political intrigue as Spitama 
tries to sketch the complex po-
litical landscape against which 
the events of the book unfold. 
Betrayal, lust, and loyalty are just 
some of the dominant themes 
which feature in this book. 
In his defense, Spitama makes 
for a rather engaging hero. He is a 
witty observer, armed with more 
than a couple of scandalous an-
ecdotes on the derring-dos of 
the powerful and the mighty. 
However, Spitama never admits 
to anything like plain old vulgar 
domesticity. He describes the 
consummation of his marriage 
with the words: “I was pleased. 
She was pleased.” Similar occa-
sional narrative faux pas rob him 
of a certain essential sense of hu-
manity.
Vidal’s name-dropping can 
also seem a tad too tedious at 
times, with famous names com-
peting for space on virtually every 
page of the book. It occasionally 
makes the book seem like one 
of those suffocating beauty pag-
eants, with famous philosophers 
and thinkers instead of beautiful 
belles vying to be the ‘pick of the 
lot’. 
However, these minor faults 
aside, the sheer scope of the book 
makes this a one for essential 
reading. If a person such as Cyrus 
Spitama never existed, then this 
is the fault of history, and one 
that Gore Vidal uses marvelously 
to his own advantage. 
Gore Vidal’s “Creation” boldy explores 
the f irst  philosophers
The Rose ThornENTERTAINMENT
“Creation” offers an ambitious 
view into early philosophy.
4
Offi cial Thorn rating: 5 elephants
Author Profi le: Gore Vidal
Born October 3, 1925.
Gore wrote the “The City and the Pillar” in 1948- creating controversy as the fi rst major American novel to 
feature unambiguous homosexuality.
In 1993, he won the National Book Award for his collection of essays, United States (1952–1992).
According to The New York Times, “His character and his thinking are complex, even contradictory, in 
ways that keep 30-year-old texts as fresh as his latest writing -- sometimes fresher. He’s a living dialectical 
synthesis: a populist patrician; a ruthless critic of politics who ran for public offi ce; a patriot who is an 
expatriate; a mocker of pop culture who spends a lot of time in Hollywood; a ferociously educated person 
who scorns academics; a gay man who refuses not only identifi cation as ‘’a homosexual’’ but the validity of 
the category; a paragon of post-modernity dedicated to the power of the ‘’master narrative’’ of national his-
tory; a writer determinedly of our time with a bibliography that is 19th-century in its varied magnitude.”
Selected bibliography:
Essays and non-fi ction
Refl ections Upon a Sinking Ship (1969)
            Armageddon? (1987)
            The Last Empire: essays 1992–2000 (2001)
Imperial America: Refl ections on the United States of 
Amnesia (2004)
Novels
Julian (1964)
Myra Breckinridge (1968)
Burr (1973)
Kalki (1978)
Live from Golgotha: the Gospel according to Gore Vidal 
(1992)
Screenplays
Suddenly, Last Summer (1959)
Is Paris Burning? (1966)
Caligula (1979)
What if one man, with the 
opportunity to travel, and an 
almost ‘divine’ knack for be-
ing in the right place at the 
right time, could have met 
face to face with the likes 
of men such as Zoroaster, 
Socrates, the Buddha, Laozi, 
and Confucius? This is the 
basic premise of Gore Vidal’s 
book “Creation: A Novel”. 
And what an ambitious 
premise it is! 
Christine Price
G u e s t  W r i t e r
Stuff happens.  Maybe it’s a 
broken car, a stolen wallet, a hos-
tage situation involving ransom, 
or an unexpected pregnancy. 
Pretty much no matter what the 
emergency, it will usually require 
some money.
We go to a good school, and 
hopefully have some pretty good 
futures ahead.  Unfortunately, 
this good life (filled with house-
cleaners, super fun homework, 
and ARA food) can lead people 
into thinking that their proverbial 
midden will not hit the windmill, 
and thus when disaster strikes, it 
strikes all the harder from being 
unprepared.
So, what is an emergency fund? 
According to Trent at TheSim-
pleDollar.com, an emergency 
fund is “cash reserve that you 
keep in a safe place and use only 
for emergencies.”  It should be 
easy to access, but it shouldn’t be 
highly visible and on your mind 
all the time, otherwise it is easier 
to spend it on a non-emergency. 
Then, when you need to buy a 
new tire or the Plan-B pill, the 
money is available and you don’t 
have to get high-interest credit 
card debt.
Emergency funds are a must. 
Some may argue that the best 
time to start one isn’t as a poor 
college student.  And this may in-
deed be the case for most people. 
In the event of a real emergency, 
many of us have a parent that is 
willing to bail us out.  But what 
happens when that safety net is 
removed or was never there in 
the first place?  Or what if you 
have an emergency that you are 
too embarrassed to tell your par-
ents about?
That’s exactly what happened 
to me this year. During move-in 
I did something super smart: I 
lost my purse.  This purse had my 
credit cards.  My driver’s license. 
Some insurance stuff.  My login 
name (but not password) for my 
Schwab account.  My hairbrush. 
Needless to say, if I hadn’t had 
emergency fund I would have 
been in big trouble; I wasn’t even 
able to access my bank money, 
because my card and ID and ev-
erything were missing!  So, when 
it came time to buy dinner on 
Saturday night, or reimburse a 
friend for a couch of hers that my 
cat destroyed while I borrowed 
her apartment over the summer, 
I was able to.  And then, when I 
found my purse in a drawer, I felt 
like a dolt.  So it goes.
So, start saving for an emergen-
cy today.  You can do it in so many 
ways.  Open a high-yield online 
savings account and have mon-
ey automatically deducted from 
your pay check.  Save your spare 
change.  Sell your roommate’s 
stuff.  And then, when disaster 
strikes, you will have one less 
thing to worry about and won’t 
still be paying for the emergency 
months after it happened.
Christopher Smith
R o s e - H u l m a n  S t a f f  
C o u n s e l o r
Although it may feel like the 
quarter has just begun, exam 
time is just around the corner. 
It is not uncommon for stu-
dents to feel some anxiety when 
thinking about exams. This col-
umn will explore some of the 
things that students may be 
able to do to help handle their 
anxiety. 
For some people, test anxi-
ety begins the moment they 
learn that they have an exam. 
This can cause study difficulties 
and problems with concentra-
tion. Anxiety during an exam 
can cause similar problems 
with concentration and perfor-
mance. 
Preparing for the test 
The best defense against 
test anxiety is a good offense. 
Anticipating that you may feel 
anxious is important. Time 
management and appropriate 
study skills are two more ways 
to fight test anxiety. Manag-
ing time and using appropriate 
study skills allows you to learn 
over the course of the quarter 
and not cram the night before. 
In addition to using appropri-
ate time management, it is also 
important to get a good night’s 
sleep before an exam. This will 
allow you to be well rested and 
think better during the test. 
During the test 
If you have prepared ap-
propriately, you may still feel 
concerned and anxious, this 
is normal and the anxiety can 
actually be beneficial. Low lev-
els of anxiety can help increase 
performance 
and provide 
m o t i v a t i o n 
to succeed. 
Once the 
test has be-
gun there are 
some things 
that can be 
helpful when 
faced with test 
anxiety. The 
first thing that 
you should do 
is relax. Keep in mind that you 
have prepared for the exam and 
know the information. If you 
start to feel a lot of anxiety or 
fear, turn your attention away 
from the exam for a moment 
and take a few deep breathes.
After receiving the test, care-
fully read through all test ques-
tions before taking the exam. 
If you are answering questions 
and get stuck, do not put all of 
your energy into this question. 
Instead, if the test is construct-
ed in a way that allows, move 
on to the next question you can 
answer. This will help you com-
plete the easier questions first 
and then come back to harder 
question. 
Lastly, remember that think-
ing positively can have an im-
pact on your performance. Us-
ing mental reinforcement and 
encouragement can help bol-
ster your con-
fidence and 
move through 
the test. Re-
member to 
keep to keep 
telling your-
self, “I can 
do this” or “I 
know these 
answers.” Also 
give yourself a 
mental pat on 
the back when 
you get a question done: “I did 
it” or “Great job.” Saying these 
things to yourself can help you 
maintain focus and do better 
on the test. 
This information is not in-
tended to diagnose, treat, or 
prevent any disease or disorder. 
Nor is it intended to replace 
a consultation with a mental 
health provider. 
Exams making you 
quake? David Bander’s
Stash your cash
 
More financial advice for those of us 
without finances...
David Bander
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Best news website: 
www.fark.com
The Indy Star can be a local bummer, and if you get to the Com-
mons later than 7:45 a.m, the professors have taken all of the copies. 
You don’t need to know how Ben Davis High School is doing in their 
women’s soccer program, but knowing that WalMart has changed 
their motto is life changing. Chances are you go to WalMart one to 
fourteen times a week. How often do you go to Ben Davis’s women’s 
soccer games? Florida is a lot sillier than you have ever imagined in 
the eyes of this funny-but-serious-but-funny website. Check out the 
Photoshop contests, they’re great.
Best free e-mail: 
www.mailinator.com
If you want to try a trial offer site without giving your real e-mail ad-
dress for fear of 3000 spams per day (most from department secretar-
ies… sorry, I had to say it…) or are meeting singles behind your lover’s 
back and don’t want to be caught – get a temporary e-mail address. 
There are no passwords and you can randomly generate addresses ev-
ery time you visit the site.
Best foreign language website: 
icelandic.hi.is
Are homework and classes not filling your time? Upset that the HSS 
department only offers Spanish, Japanese, and German? Tired of look-
ing at the same old boring websites or feeling limited by your lack of 
other languages? Try learning Icelandic for free!  The government in 
Iceland wants you to take advantage of this glorious opportunity so 
you can someday visit their odd country. Hint from lesson one: Halló! 
means Hello!.
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Low levels of 
anxiety can help 
increase perfor-
mance and pro-
vide motivation 
to succeed. 
Know-Your-Internet
In light of the recent Congres-
sional testimony by General Da-
vid Petraeus, we will be running 
one article this week, on how we 
should remove ourselves from 
Iraq and why, following up with 
an article next week on how we 
should stay in Iraq and why.  
This first article is by Tim Olm-
sted, and he will be arguing why 
it is necessary for the United 
States to remove our troops from 
Iraq.  Next week I’ll be back with 
an article putting forth why we 
should stay in Iraq and finish the 
job we have started.  
Fan fiction
The Petraeus Report - Should we stay 
or should we go?
The Rose ThornOPINIONS6
Joseph Ausserer
G u e s t  W r i t e r  
I was going to write this ar-
ticle on a rural Taiwanese vil-
lage where young adults the 
age of Rose students were argu-
ing with the community elders 
about bringing electricity to the 
community.  Ironically, it was 
the young adults opposed to the 
modern conveniences of elec-
tric lights and stove ranges and 
the elders who were in favor of a 
slight modernization.  
Imagine Rose students op-
posed to electricity - on the 
other hand we wouldn’t have 
to do homework after dark.  In-
stead, I was sidetracked by my 
roommate, who observed that 
his birthday cake with a slice 
removed vaguely resembled 
Pac-Man eating cake crumbs, 
minus the whole ghosts that 
kill Pac-Man and the drugs/pill 
things that feed Pac-Man.  The 
conversation went downhill 
from there and finally degraded 
to fan fiction.  I don’t mean high 
quality “Lord of the Rings” fan 
fiction with an awesome author 
and twenty beta readers either. 
I mean Pac-Man fan fiction.  At 
first I joked that no one would 
be desperate or bored enough 
to write Pac-Man fan fiction. 
Um, wrong.  I checked FanFic-
tion.net, and found not only 
Pac-Man fan fiction, but Pong 
fan fiction as well.  Yes a story 
about the Pong ball whose exis-
tence threatens mankind.  Did 
I mention that the Pong ball is 
homosexual (or at least ‘con-
fused’)?  I wasn’t aware that 
Pong balls were aware of their 
gender – although clearly nei-
ther is that one.  
The point however, is that 
there is apparently fan fiction 
for everything, most locat-
able on Google or FanFiction.
net.  Harry Potter stories of an 
explicitly adult nature? Check. 
Charles Dickens’s books (I mean 
honestly, who would like these 
things enough to keep writing 
them?  The guy is, thankfully, 
dead!).  Anyhow, check.  Vincent 
Van Gogh fan fiction (If you 
don’t know him, well you go to 
Rose, it’s okay.)? Check.  Clearly, 
I misunderstood fan fiction - I 
thought it was a cult thing for 
popular books and movies like 
Harry Potter.  But no, you can 
write fiction about anything 
you’re a fan of and a combina-
tion of internet powered by 
electricity and cheap comput-
ers has allowed it to propagate 
exponentially.  That doesn’t 
mean all fan fiction is good; the 
internet is full of misspelled 100 
word drabbles barely worthy 
of the back of a napkin (ironi-
cally where Rowling wrote the 
first draft of Harry Potter when 
she was poor and unemployed). 
But if you’re a fan of something 
from Pokemon to Lion King to 
Marilyn Monroe (think Ange-
lina Jolie of the 1950’s), you can 
probably find more stories.  
Well except for one story 
about electricity in a Taiwanese 
village, which I’ll be writing and 
posting, told from the point of 
emotionally-abused tree frog. 
The frog certainly can’t, his vil-
lage doesn’t have electricity.
And the 
opinion 
is...
Andrew Klusman
O p i n i o n s  E d i t o r
*Insert Opinion 
Here*
e-mail: opinions@
rose-hulman.edu
John Pinkus
S t a f f  W r i t e r  
Some studio working with an-
other studio present a film direct-
ed by some bloke staring at two 
guys I have heard of and three 
people I haven’t, casted by some 
person in the Casting Society of 
America, produced by three peo-
ple . . .                        
 After this long sentence, the 
much anticipated social engage-
ment in which social conversa-
tion is contraband finally begins 
to be projected onto the “silver” 
screen.  An overpaid line reader 
is presented along with various 
other persons that have mas-
tered the “art” of talking in front 
of lenses.  A series of conflict and 
resolutions centered on the high-
est paid individual transpires. 
Regardless of the socio-economic 
status of the patrons, as they va-
cate the premises, their conver-
sations center on one topic.  Yes 
or no answers usually suffice for 
the average patron, but others try 
to elaborate more on what they 
saw.  Most of these conversations 
lack substance thus can be con-
sidered trite and non-advanta-
geous.
Regardless of this, going to the 
movies is a very popular activity 
for residents of this country.  To 
prove this, an entire profession 
has been established devoted to 
critiquing persons pretending to 
be other persons.  Furthermore, 
an entire profession is devoted 
to the micro-analyzation of the 
personal lives of said pretenders. 
Further furthermore, multiple 
organizations have been created 
for the sole purpose of recogniz-
ing the “artistic achievements” 
not only of the said pretenders, 
but also of the individuals who 
instruct the pretenders how to 
pretend, along with persons who 
create the lines in which the pre-
tenders pretend with . . . 
Regardless of all of those 
things, there are some instanc-
es in which I believe the actors 
did a great job in portraying the 
characters that they were paid to 
portray (surnames like Brando, 
Stewart, and De Niro come to 
mind).  Though more often than 
not, I think they shouldn’t have 
let the public view such traves-
ties.  There are aspects that can 
automatically allow a movie to be 
considered as a double DVD fea-
ture at Wal-Mart in two years.  For 
instance, when a movie describes 
an aspect of science that, if true, 
Stockholm would need to be no-
tified immediately.  The proper-
ties of the material Unobtainium 
are the classical example of this. 
I have found myself laughing at 
these types of films much more 
than any supposed comedy.  I am 
not being facetious about this, 
how much money would it take 
to ensure that the screen play has 
some semblance of scientific ac-
curacy?
I am the only person who thinks 
it is a non sequitur to try to be sus-
penseful in a prequel?  Was there 
a person who was concerned that 
little Anakin Skywalker was going 
to die in Episode 1?  This also ap-
plies when a movie is just an in-
stallment of a long series of books. 
I know regardless of what villain 
tries to kill Harry Porter, he is go-
ing to attend Hogwarts the next 
year (because there is another 
book to demonstrate to a youthful 
audience how academic achieve-
ment is always inferior to natural 
talent).
Even increasingly furthermore, 
what is the motivation to watch 
some movie after seeing their 
trailer?  There are some trailers for 
movies in which its plots are al-
most formulaic in nature and that 
two-thirds of all of the conflict and 
resolution is condensed into a two 
minute snippet.  When the three 
funniest parts of a movie are high-
lighted in the trailer, marketing 
has done their job properly.  Un-
fortunately, this job was myopic 
due the fact there is a loss in en-
trainment value associated with 
knowing the joke beforehand.  
All right, how much validity does 
all the bickering of mine have to 
the average person?  The type who 
doesn’t question any aspect of the 
moving while watching the mov-
ie?  They are the type of person 
who hasn’t heard of Roger Ebert 
or rottentomatoes.com. They are 
the type of person who will basi-
cally just go see a movie because a 
favorite star of theirs portrays the 
protagonist (or antagonist).  The 
type that thinks Nicholas Cage is 
a great actor and Al Pacino’s great-
est performance was in Scarface. 
They are just sheep looking to 
be entertained and Hollywood is 
their shepherd.  They never have 
had a cynical or sarcastic thought 
in their mind and haven’t contem-
plated  their own existence.  They 
are the most mentally free or most 
mentally enslaved human beings 
and at times I envy them. 
I’m paying $8.50 for what?
Tim Olmsted
G u e s t  W r i t e r  
This Monday, General Pe-
traeus gave a report to Congress 
regarding the progress regard-
ing the Iraq War.  While many of 
the members of the Democratic 
Party preemptively called Pe-
traeus a liar or a puppet, he gave 
the Democrats two things they 
were asking for.  In his report, 
he recommended “a drawdown 
of the surge forces from Iraq.” 
The “drawdown” is not as good 
as many would have liked, but 
any withdrawal at this point is 
better than no withdrawal.  The 
second gift was a timetable. 
Again, it was not as definitive 
as one could have hoped espe-
cially since the only dates are 
for this and next year, but at the 
minimum, there is a partially 
defined plan for withdrawal.
This sets a dangerous prec-
edent.  If Petraeus is a lackey of 
the White House, which does 
have some merit inasmuch as 
the administration pays Petrae-
us’s paycheck, the administra-
tion can say that it is indeed 
withdrawing troops from Iraq, 
as well as providing a pseudo-
timetable in accordance with 
the wishes of Congress.  This 
portrays the Bush administra-
tion in a much more favorable 
light.  It has decided to heed the 
wishes of the American people 
evidenced in the victory of 2006 
by providing for an ordered 
withdrawal of forces.  President 
Bush has said that he will carry 
out the recommendations of Pe-
traeus.  However, the lead lining 
is that Petraeus’s report never 
mentions the complete with-
drawal of forces, only partial 
troop reductions to pre-surge 
levels or troop reductions to a 
point and then a semi-perpetu-
al troop presence.
The Petraeus Report is es-
sentially a smokescreen with 
the effect, if not the purpose, 
of placating congressional ef-
forts to withdraw troops from 
Iraq.  Congress needs to put 
their money where their mouth 
is.  Most people thought after 
2006 and “not without reason” 
as columnist George Will puts it, 
“that congressional Democrats 
acquired power to end U.S. in-
volvement in Iraq.”  Democrats 
need to take the Petraeus report 
and run with it under the banner 
that even the generals in Iraq 
are moving toward withdrawal 
so Congress will assist the pro-
cess.  If Democrats in Congress 
do not get their act in gear and 
do something, they will soon 
have the political muscle of a 
certain lame duck.
The response to the Petraeus 
report is underwhelming.  The 
Democrats have adopted the 
“talk about it” strategy in order 
to placate their base while pre-
venting the perceived offense of 
“cutting and running” effective-
ly used during 2004.  The Dem-
ocrats need to realize that their 
strategy is cutting and running 
from the mandate of 2006.  They 
need to develop sound reasons 
for withdrawal apart from the 
stale arguments of 20/20 hind-
sight.
A fresh argument is the argu-
ment that our continued pres-
ence is harming the develop-
ment of the Iraqi government. 
The U.S. is striving to be the 
paradigm of the overbearing 
“mommy state.”  Iraq needs to 
grow up sometime and the best 
way to do that is to remove the 
veil of protection and force a 
necessity of action rather than 
the leisurely pace that allowed 
the parliament to take a month 
long vacation.
How many people value 
something that they have not 
worked for?  Very few appreciate 
the value of a gift because they 
have little experience with the 
effort involved in the giving of 
the gift.  In much the same way, 
if Iraq finds out how much a 
pain it is to build a nation from 
the rubble of another, Iraq will 
value the nation they made all 
the more and strive to preserve 
it to avoid the work of repeating 
the process.
Petraeus’s report reflected 
what the military and ultimate-
ly Bush wanted Congress to see, 
progress toward the President’s 
vision for Iraq.  The best way to 
argue against the use of the mil-
itary when the military is suc-
ceeding in their purpose is to 
offer an alternate solution that 
will work better, or propose that 
the military is creating an artifi-
cial environment that will atro-
phy the will of the Iraqi people.
1000 Words
Erin Hudson
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Engineer Scoreboard
Football
1-1 (0-1)
September 8
     Rose-Hulman               20
     at Mt. St. Joseph          49
      Women’s Cross Country
 September 8   
        Hanover Invitational                      5th of 10 teams
        Hanover, IN
Men’s Soccer
3-3 (0-0)
September 8
     Rose-Hulman             2
     at Earlham                  1
September 9
     Rose-Hulman              0
     at Wittenburg U.         6
September 12
     Kalamazoo College     1
     at Rose-Hulman          0
Volleyball
5-3 (0-0)
 September 7
MacMurray                      0
at Rose-Hulman               3
Dominican                       0
at Rose-Hulman               3
 September 8
Lewis and Clark               3
at Rose-Hulman               0
Eureka                              1
at Rose-Hulman               3     
Women’s Tennis
1-2 (1-1)
September 8
     Rose-Hulman                2
     at Manchester               7
     Rose-Hulman                6
     at Anderson                  3
      Men’s Cross Country
 September 8   
        Hanover Invitational                      3rd of 12 teams
        Hanover, IN
Extra Large
One-Topping
999Campus Only
One Large
One-Topping
ON
LY 799Campus Only232-PAPA
S t o r e  H o u r s . . .
Mon-Wed: 9am - 1am
Thurs-Sat: 9am - 2am
Sunday: 12pm - 12am
1234 WABASH AVE.
Women’s Soccer
4-2 (0-0)
September 8
     Rose-Hulman             2
     at Earlham                  3
September 9
     Rose-Hulman              0
     at Wittenburg U.         3
September 12
     Kalamazoo College     1
     at Rose-Hulman          4
Rose-Hulman News
The football team jumped out 
to a 13-0 lead against three-time 
defending Heartland Collegiate 
Athletic Conference Mount St. 
Joseph, before the Lions rallied to 
earn a 49-20 victory in the league 
opener for both teams last Satur-
day.
Sophomore Derek Eitel com-
pleted 21 of 43 passes for 219 
yards to lead the 320-yard En-
gineer offense.  Junior Thomas 
Reives added the longest kickoff 
return in school history with a 98-
yard score in the second quarter.
Other key contributors to the 
Engineer offense included junior 
Justin Meade with six catches for 
76 yards; junior Nate Richter with 
six catches for 56 yards; and ju-
nior Tim Schrock who added 35 
rushing yards and 33 yards re-
ceiving.
Mount St. Joseph compiled 443 
yards of total offense, led by 215 
yards passing and three touch-
downs from junior Vince Palm-
er.  The quarterback also led the 
team with 59 rushing yards.
  Defensively, senior Steve 
Hawkins led Rose-Hulman with 
14 tackles.  Junior Paul Spreen 
added seven tackles and three 
tackles-for-loss.
Rose-Hulman jumped out to 
an impressive 13-0 lead with two 
fi eld goals and a touchdown drive 
in the game’s fi rst 20 minutes. 
Senior Jeremy Sharp capped an 
18-yard, fi ve-play drive, started 
with an interception by senior 
Bill Guiney, with a 32-yard fi eld 
goal to make the score 3-0.  Sharp 
later added a 27-yard fi eld goal 
to make the score 13-0 to cap a 
nine-play, 46-yard drive.
In between, the Engineers 
marched 78 yards in 12 plays 
to make the score 10-0.  Eitel 
capped the drive with a one-yard 
quarterback sneak for the touch-
down.
Mount St. Joseph rallied with a 
fi ve-yard touchdown run by Jake 
Davis and a 34-yard touchdown 
pass from Palmer to Mike Jones 
to give the Lions a 14-13 lead.
Rose-Hulman regained the 
lead on the ensuing kickoff, when 
Reives sprinted 98 yards for the 
fi rst kickoff return for a touch-
down in Fightin’ Engineer foot-
ball in 18 seasons.  Reives hit the 
endzone for the fi rst time on a 
kickoff since Ed Huonder accom-
plished the feat with an 85-yard 
return in 1989.
Mount St. Joseph regained the 
lead at 21-20 on the fi nal score of 
the fi rst half, when Palmer con-
nected with Lovell on a 60-yard 
screen pass for a touchdown.
 The Lions marched 60 yards in 
nine plays to score on their fi rst 
possession of the third quarter 
and take a 28-20 lead.  Palmer 
connected with Marcus Pryor II 
on a 16-yard scoring pass to cap 
the drive.
Mount St. Joseph marched 10 
plays and 75 yards on its next 
drive, before Spreen recovered 
a fumble at the fi ve-yard line to 
prevent a possible score.  The Li-
ons made the score 35-20, how-
ever, with a 13-yard interception 
return by Kyle Prosser in the fi nal 
minute of the third quarter.
Mount St. Joseph added an-
other pair of touchdowns in the 
fourth quarter to secure the fi nal 
margin of victory.  Mike Lovell 
scored from three yards out, then 
Davis scampered 20 yards for an-
other Lions touchdown.
Mount St. Joseph improved 
to 2-0 on the season and 1-0 in 
HCAC play, while Rose-Hulman 
dropped to 1-1 overall and 0-1 
in league games.  The Engineers 
travel to Concordia Chicago to-
morrow for a 2 p.m. game.
Thomas Reives ran a 98-yard kick-
off return back for a touchdown.
Rose-Hulman News
Fast start falls short 
against Mt. St. Joseph
Stutay Monga
G u e s t  W r i t e r
There was a loud stomp from 
the left side, and one from the 
right side. Suddenly we see Rose 
–Hulman Institute of Technol-
ogy coming out from the sides. A 
plethora of fans had come with-
out shirts and having huge smiles 
showing of their pride for Rose-
Hulman and the girls’ volleyball 
team. For every point the girls 
scored, there was a drop of sweat 
and a cheer exchanged. 
It was quite an intense two 
days.  The girls played like they 
have known each other since the 
sandbox.  As sophomore physics 
major Samantha Gregory puts 
it, “Our team chemistry is like 
a bond between hydrogen and 
oxygen.” 
The girls had played a total of 
four games throughout the in-
tense Invitational. They started 
off in fi ne fashion against McMur-
ray College (Illinois) by sweeping 
them like dust in three games. 
Furthermore, their second game 
was played with fi nesse sweep-
ing Dominican (Illinois) in three 
games as well. 
Amanda Jevons, a freshman 
chemical engineering major, had 
her take on the crowd, “The crowd 
was amazing, and it helped us get 
pumped for every point through-
out out the game.” She said her 
heart goes out to all the volleyball 
fans at Rose-Hulman. Saturday’s 
matches had the same level of in-
tensity; however the girls suffered 
their fi rst loss to Louis and Clark (Il-
linois). On the other hand, the girls 
showed resilience after Louis and 
Clark by taking care of business 
against Eureka (Illinois). Overall, 
everyone who attended the invi-
tational had a great time. Watch as 
the girls volleyball team travels to 
Chicago for their next match!
Volleyball takes Invitational
      Women’s Golf
 September 8-9   
        Anderson Invitational                    5th of 8 teams
        Anderson, IN
Photos by Isaac Sachs
This
weekend
in
sports
The Rose Thorn8
This day...
...in history
1814: Francis Scott Key writes 
the Star Spangled Banner. 
Man, I wish he would have 
teamed up with Lil John to 
write “Aww Skeet Skeet” in-
stead... our national anthem 
would be totally crunk.
All unattributed material written by Alex Clerc, award-winning journalist... Photo by Chriss Cassadilla, Staff Copy Editor, and Darrel Ferguson, Staff Step-Dad.  I gave myself permission to advertise on behalf of Diet Mountain Dew, and why shouldn’t I?  It’s a tasty, crisp, 
refreshing, caffeinated beverage with no carbs, no sugar, and no BS.  3,6,9, damn she fi ne, hopin’ she can integrate me one mo’ time, get low, get low, get low, get low... to the window!!!... to the wall.  To my class in Olin hall.  Oh, no, MATLAB stalled.  Aww, skeet skeet.
Meles’s Probing Question of the Week
Aaron Meles
E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f
All right Rose-Hulman! I read 
you loud and clear! Point taken! 
My bad!
In the hopes of having a bit 
of fun, I made the fatal mistake 
of inquiring into your love lives, 
and for that I sincerely apologize. 
Over the past week, I have seen 
the darkest side of human nature, 
and that side is the ability to con-
vey loneliness through the use of 
out-of-context movie dialogue. 
While the piece of paper contain-
ing this week’s Grand Prize Probe 
Winning Submission has been 
locked safely away in a secret 
underground bunker so that no 
one ever has to witness the hor-
rors I’ve beheld, I do have several 
honorable mentions for you. Re-
member, these are all in response 
to the prompt Describe your love 
life using only a movie quote.
The “The longer I think 
about it, the harder I cringe” 
Award
This award is given to the sub-
mission that, while simply dis-
turbing at fi rst, forever plagues 
the remainder of my day by oc-
casionally resurfacing in my 
head and bringing with it a new 
and more twisted meaning than 
before until the end of the day 
hits and I end up throwing up 
a little bit in my mouth every 
time I look at it in my e-mail in-
box. The award goes to Dave 
Schluneker, whose submission 
of “GOOOOOOOOOSE!” yelled 
by Maverick in the movie Top 
Gun will leave me forever favor-
ing the sitting position or stand-
ing with my back to a wall. Thank 
you Dave, for truly showing us the 
“Highway to the Danger Zone.”
The Stanley Kubrick “Pro-
fundity in confusion” Award
This award is dedicated to 
those who, like the late director 
and his Space Odyssey, inspired 
thousands of people to watch 
something they couldn’t possi-
bly make sense of, then preten-
tiously brag to others about how 
deep they thought the movie 
was. The winner of this award 
goes to David Bander’s submis-
sion of “When I’m good, I’m very, 
very good, but when I’m bad, 
I’m better,” from I’m No Angel. I 
see your game, David. You might 
have everyone else fooled, but 
just because I didn’t understand 
what you just said and you can 
summon up movie quotes from 
1933 doesn’t mean I think you’re 
a deep thinker. Take your award 
and leave me.
Now that that’s behind us, it’s 
time to introduce this week’s 
question! This one has been care-
fully calculated to be a surefi re 
winner! Here it is:
If your academic major was to 
have a theme song, what would 
it be?
Be sure to include your name, 
major, song name, and the artist 
who wrote it when you send your 
submission to fl ipside@rose-hul-
man.edu.
James Zhou
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Among the various horrible 
things people have cared to ac-
cuse me of, such as stupidity, 
psychosis, and pyromania, I am 
surprised that no one has ever 
accused me of caring too much. 
Yes, it is true; I shamefully admit 
that I do, in fact, care too much. 
It is a horrible, crippling debilita-
tion that prevents me from living 
a normal life, much more so than 
stupidity, psychosis, or pyroma-
nia. The last one is actually rather 
fun, but I digress. Anyway, this 
terrible condition is actually be-
ing promoted by subversive sects 
of “humanitarians” to malicious-
ly urge you to care while they rob 
you of your wonderful material 
happiness. But as the bastion of 
morality and ethics you know 
me to be, I will counter their ar-
guments and point out just how 
destructive caring can be to your 
life.
Just think of all the time and 
money you could save if you 
didn’t care. Caring about your ap-
pearance alone severely reduces 
your free time and carries a high 
monetary cost. I mean, I could 
have potentially gained about 
fi ve minutes each morning if I 
don’t bother with showering and 
oral hygiene. That doesn’t sound 
like much, until you realize that 
in a year, that’s almost 30 hours 
of time lost! That’s a pretty big 
waste, but nothing compared to 
how much money I could save by 
buying my clothing at Walmart 
instead of getting Armami suits 
from Fred on the I-77 onramp. 
There’s lots of other things as well. 
If I didn’t care about my grades, I 
could be having fun partying it 
up in that crazy college town of 
Terre Haute, rather than in my 
room trying to decipher why my 
advisor cares so much about my 
design project’s negligible one 
percent casualty rate. If I didn’t 
care about the other people on 
the roads and sidewalks, I could 
make much better time by just 
running over the slow people in 
my SUV, rather than just bump-
ing them off the road. Speaking of 
my SUV, if I didn’t care about the 
environment so much, I would 
have upgraded it with a shiny 
coat of lead red #2 and instead 
of the incredibly effi cient three 
MPG engine I have now, I could 
have gone with the much more 
manly 24 cylinder, half of whose 
cylinders do nothing but make 
noise and convert sunshine into 
plutonium. I could go on, but you 
know what? I don’t think I care to 
fi nish this article.
“I haven’t got the balls to 
challenge that right now, 
so yeah!” - Dr. Mellor
“I was simply reading scrip-
ture by candlelight last 
night.” - Dr. Casey, upon 
being asked about where 
he was during the Bal-
timore Ravens game the 
previous night
“They already had their Na-
tional Sex Day! You missed 
it, man!” - Dr. Casey, on 
sexy Russian holidays
“Archeologists are garbage 
collectors with PhDs” - Dr. 
Clarke, totally dissing In-
diana Jones
“I submit to you that a beau-
tiful burger is not unlike a 
beautiful paragraph” - Dr. 
Minster, who really needs 
to stop skipping lunch
“When I was in grad school, 
I had two step kids and 
no money. Why couldn’t I 
have had no step kids and 
two money?” - Dr. Thom
Wacky prof quotes
Better living through 
not caring
Matt Melton and Molly Gillam
S t a f f  W r i t e r s
10.  Seeing a Lamborghini during 
homecoming and knowing it’s an 
alumni’s
9.  Dreaming about sitting behind 
a desk wearing glasses, a pocket 
protector, and suspenders with 
high-waters everyday for the rest 
of our lives! 
8.  Being able to see the bonfi re 
burning from across campus…or 
across Terre Haute…or in the In-
ternational Space Station
7.  Seeing A’s on your fi rst tests and 
thinking “this isn’t so bad...” (Give 
it two more weeks, freshmen)
6.  Looking at Purdue and think-
ing with horror “that could have 
been me!”
5.  You could easily get a double 
major in procrastination, but it 
might take fi ve years
4.  Someday, we can be the boss-
es of your lazy friends from high 
school….hold on, weren’t we al-
ways the lazy kids in high school?
3.  With 80 percent men in an en-
gineering school of about 1700 
students, you know there’s got to 
be at least seven decent single guys 
out there. With 20 percent women 
in an engineering school of... wait, 
that just sucks.
2.  The Omnipresent Taco Bell 
Run! Uphill both ways! Into the 
dark abyss of Terre Haute, in three 
feet of snow in the searing heat of 
August, through hurricane winds 
in the middle of tornadoes while 
Woodsies eagerly pursue your ve-
hicle…
1.  When things get tough, the 
man’s got ya down, and you just 
don’t think you can do it, remem-
ber… you can always be a civil!
Top Ten Rose 
Inspirations
Drink Diet Dew
Because a Thousand 
Step-Dads Named Darrel 
Can’t Be Wrong
Zero grams of sugar, a hunerd grams of taste.  Everything you need to GET ‘ER DONE.
Take some step-fatherly advice from Step-dad Darrel: Drink Diet Dew.
Grab a Dew, step-
son!  It’ll help ya 
do yer chores!
